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August 20, 2020 
 
 
Dear Mahwah Community, 
 
Most recently, our communication has focused on process and procedures for the upcoming 2020-2021 
school year. We felt – now – that it was time to reflect with you on a recent announcement related to schools 
by Governor Murphy. 
 
On June 26, 2020, school districts were charged with the task of creating reopening plans that mandated 
no option other than in-person instruction. Subsequently, on July 17, 2020, school districts were also 
required to provide full-remote learning plans as an alternative to on-site learning. As late as August 13, 2020, 
the Governor issued Executive Order 175 that permitted institutions to open for on-site learning, even 
though the state has yet to move on to Stage 3 of New Jersey’s state-wide safety guidelines, where 
restrictions are lifted towards New Jersey’s “new normal.” Within Executive Order 175 is also the option for 
school districts to withdraw their originally-mandated in-person reopening plans and to seek permission for 
all students to participate in a full-time virtual reopening in September. This order stipulates that our school 
district is obligated to meet the requirements aligned to the New Jersey Department of Education 
Reopening of School Checklist, that which our Reopening Taskforce used to guide our decision-making 
related to our re-entry plan and ultimate recommendations to the Board of Education. 
 
Using insight and recommendations from a range of stakeholders, we presented to you a comprehensive 
re-entry plan for our school district. This plan was developed using the guidance available to us at the time 
from the New Jersey Department of Education. We believed in our plan, and we continue to believe that 
our plan is best designed for our community – of students and teachers. As we originally shared with you at 
our August 5, 2020 Board of Education meeting presentation, we still believe that our reopening plans meet 
the criteria listed in the state’s reopening checklist; the New Jersey Department of Education has yet to 
express otherwise. 
 
Our district reopening teams created plans and presented those plans to you, our community. You have 
subsequently made life plans built upon the learning options that you have selected for your child (in-person 
hybrid or full-remote program) for the 2020-2021 school year. We know the restructuring of your life, 
employment, and childcare all rely upon the plans we shared with you earlier this month.  
 
 
 
 
 

https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-175.pdf
https://nj.gov/education/reopening/DOE_HealthandSafety.pdf
https://nj.gov/education/reopening/DOE_HealthandSafety.pdf
https://www.mahwah.k12.nj.us/domain/693
https://www.mahwah.k12.nj.us/domain/693
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We are continuing with our plans to open using the models (in-person hybrid learning or full-remote 
instruction) we have already shared with you; however, the next few weeks are crucial in order to maintain 
our existing plans: 
 

 The local health data, which we are monitoring, will have to maintain wellness.  

 The remaining and outstanding facilities and technology items on delayed shipment will need to 
arrive, as they are expected in-district in the coming days.  

 The outside transportation vendors having an unanticipated inability to meet the state-wide 
demand. 

 The New Jersey Department of Education requiring unanticipated and additional criteria before the 
start of our schools’ reopening. 

 
We have learned, over time, that we can mitigate risk through our behaviors, and are not able to – and have 
never been able to – eliminate total risk. Our caution around health and safety exists to keep us vigilant. We 
cannot allow this caution, coupled with the ever-changing mandates from the Department of Education, to 
betray our optimism for a hopeful and successful start to the 2020-2021 school year. 
 
As expressed to you at the onset of this public health-related crisis in March: We will continue to keep you 
informed of any changes. Thank you for staying committed to the course with us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Mahwah Administrative Team 


